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Acclaimed for its creative approach and diverse repertoire, Contemporary Class Piano provides a

student-friendly introduction to basic piano skills. In short, progressive chapters that mirror the

standard two-semester curriculum, it explains the essential elements of piano playing, incorporating

diagrams, practice exercises, and musical examples that help students build proficiency and

confidence with a variety of chord patterns, major and minor scales, and accompaniments.
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I was lucky enough to actually take the course offered by the author, Elyse Mach, at Northeastern

Illinois University. It should be mentioned that piano was not my primary instrument. I'm a

euphonium and guitar player. This book and her instruction worked miracles with my two hand

coordination. It bolstered my confidence and helped me to accomplish my goals as a player. I'm

looking to implement this book in my own class now. I believe it will do for my students what it did

for me.
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